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A recent CIA repmt esti-

"mates that “the Soviet Gross

I

“er all the time and is a most’

National Product (GNP) vose
only about 2.5 per cent in '62
sand '63 while the GNP in the
i US., went up 5 per cent.”

This seems o indicate that

“the gap between us gets wid=

comfortable- cbnclusion in-

deed.

The Soviet Umon on the‘

‘other hand uses comparative

Industrial Production (IP) -

figures and claims that they
'are progressing almost twice
‘as fast as we are, They con-
,tend that in 1961 their IP

: was 60 per cent of ours where-

'as in 1963 it was 63 per -

.cent. Bear in mind that both
are talking about the same
two years.

il Fantastic a8’ it may seem'

. both sets of figures may well
be approximately correct,.
Conceivably, they could (as

planned) reach 75 per cent of.
our IP by the end of 1965;
100 per cent by 1968; 120 per -

. cent by 1970; and (now hold

your breath) 220 per cent by
2 1980; While at one and the’

- same time our GNP might

- -continue to gain on theirs.:

_The key to this seemmgly

- impossible paradox is thaf -

the CIA and the USSR are

actually talking about two

- entirely different things.
Henry J. Taylor pointed

- out in his column recently -
that even haircuts are includ- -

ed in our GNP, Other items
that are two to many times
‘higher: here than ' there are

subway fares, rent; advertiss .
~-ing, books, interest charges,’
“acholastic tuition, medical -

. care ‘ete, elc. All of these

mcamngless and do not both-
- er to compile them,

Our “guesstimates” may be
" ‘close enough however and

<'_u-p,-_g,p.v-..\,.-‘57-— e

; they most assuredly do pro-- |
"-vide us with the mental tran-"
quihzers all too many of us_ ]
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Tgoing up here and down
-ihere, As a matter of fact the .
., Soyiets consider GNP figures "

.

scem to need. Whether they -
should be swallowed whole or,
vxth liberal quantities of salt-t
is open to question. As for
he Industrial Production
igures these include . the
roduction of coal, oil, pigi

‘fron, steel, aluminum, ma- -~

hine tools, chemicals, elec-:
ricity, efc.; that is produc-:
ion for industry, as the name |
mplies. Services of all kinds}
re not included . here ori
there, nor is agrxcultux’e, and’
bf course it is their agmcul-i

Jural production that is give,

ng them their biggest head-:
hches right now,

A confirmed optimist w111|
ay to all this that we are]
till producing industrially |
alf again as much as the;
Boviet Union — and. could

Hs much. Then the pessimist

roduce more, and he would
e right. The more pesszmxs-
ically inclined would rcspond
hat only ten years ago in.
953 we produced three times ;

ould look at USSR plans for 4
e future and, wxsh that we’
ad some of our own. Which-
these groupmgs are bemg

alis tlc?
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